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2007 GRAMMY® AWARDS SOUND GREAT WITH WORLD’S SECOND-LARGEST INSTALLATION OF APHEX 1788A REMOTE CONTROLLED 8-CHANNEL MIC PREAMPLIFIERS

LOS ANGELES, CA (February 12, 2007)  – Held on Sunday February 11, the 49th Annual GRAMMY® Awards delivered flawless audio performances with the help of the Effanel/XM team and 228 channels of Aphex 1788A Remote Controlled Mic Preamps. With 96 channels each used for the recording and broadcast feeds, music’s most prestigious event marked the second largest installation of Aphex 1788A’s.

“We couldn’t be happier about the performance of the Aphex 1788A,” says Joel Singer, head of technical operations for Effanel/XM. “They sound amazing, first and foremost. When we installed them into the L7 truck, we tested other remote preamps, but none allowed for input gain adjustment on the fly without popping and clicking. Along with the seamless interaction with our Pro Tools systems, the 1788A is the only preamp we would turn to for something as important as the GRAMMYS®.”

While most of the Aphex 1788A preamps used at the GRAMMYS® were those installed in Effanel/XM’s L7 remote truck, another 32 channels (to handle orchestral string overflows) were rented from Audio Specialties in Burbank. They claim that the preamplifier’s MicLim® feature makes it perfect for unpredictable events such as live awards shows and reality television production.
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“The 1788A is simply the world standard in remote preamplification,” says Marvin Caesar, Aphex President.  “Just in the past few months, the 1788A has been the preamp of choice for the GRAMMYS®, Super Bowl XLI, Barbra Streisand’s tour and live album, and much more. We’re thrilled that every note the world heard from this year’s GRAMMYS® came through the converters of the 1788A.”
The world’s largest installation of Aphex 1788 preamplifiers is Canada’s House of Commons in Ottawa, ON, where 50 units (400 channels) are used to facilitate communications between the country’s more than 300 Members of Parliament.

Aphex’ Model 1788A provides eight preamps in 2RU space. All of its settings are remotely controllable via Ethernet or MIDI, using Aphex’ 1788RC hardware remote or on PC or Mac using the company’s 1788SW control software. The 1788A features Aphex’ proprietary MicLim™ technology, a unique, patented limiter in the front end of the preamp which limits the output of the microphone by as much as 20dB. It has two separately trimmable, buffered analog outputs as well as optional digital outputs (AES/EBU, TDIF and ADAT) with selectable sampling rates up to 96kHz. LeNA™, the 1788A’s digitally controlled Low Noise Amplifier, allows its input gain to be adjusted in 0.125dB steps and 1dB stops without noise or glitches. Aphex’ exclusive and patented drift stabilized A/D converter circuit eliminates DC from the output without incorporating a digital high pass filter. Status indicators for each function for each channel are provided, as well as a twelve segment LED meter (headroom), and two eight segment LEDs (input gain or maximum output level).

About Aphex Systems

Founded in 1975, Aphex Systems is the leading developer and innovator of signal-processing, dynamics control, microphone preamplifiers and analog-to-digital conversion systems.  Aphex products are designed for a wide cross section of professional end users around the world.  For more information call 818/767-2929 or visit www.aphex.com.
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